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Purpose 

This pamphlet summarizes the results of surveys 
associated with the Canada migratory game bird 
hunting permit and is based on data provided by 
participants in 1974. It briefly outlines the system 
and the information provided by the surveys on 
Canada’s migratory game bird resources. Hunters, 
sportsmen’s organizations, provincial wildlife agen- 
cies and the Canadian Wildlife Service all share in 
managing migratory game birds. 


Survey systems 
_ Harvest survey 
In 1974, some hunters who had not bought a permit 
in the previous year were again selected. These new 
hunters (about 25% of the sample) have charac- 
teristics quite different from those who have hunted 
year after year. As a result of the sampling of 101,000 
new hunters and combining them with the 333,000 
consistent hunters we can now obtain a more ac- 
curate assessment of the harvest. This survey tells 
us how many birds were killed by broad species 
groups and in what sampling zone of a province 
the kill occurred. 

Approximately 30,000 hunters are sampled each 
year. In 1974, a harvest survey was conducted 
for the first time in the Northwest Territories (Mac- 
Kenzie District) and the Yukon Territory. 


Species composition survey 

Because of a need to mail early, we sent special 
envelopes for duck wings and goose tails to 30,000 
hunters who bought permits in 1973. 

The wings and tails sent to us by hunters allow us 
to identify the species, age and sex of the birds shot. 
We then merge the data from the two surveys and 
the permit sales record and estimate how many birds 
of a given species were killed in Canada. 

Most wing envelopes are received early in the sea- 
son, tending to inflate estimates of early migrants 
such as the Teal while at the same time reducing 
the estimates of late migrants such as Scaup and 
Canvasback. To overcome this response bias, we 
have developed a technique whereby we are able to 
adjust results of the Species Survey on the basis of 
information on the distribution of hunting effort 
through the season obtained from the Harvest Survey. 


Results 

Sales of permits, which rose annually each year 
from 1966 when permits were first required, de- 
creased for the first time in 1974, from a high of 
453,000 in 1973 to 434,000. Table 1 gives the an- 
nual sales record for each province since 1967 and 
includes for the first time sales from the Yukon Ter- 
ritory and the Mackenzie District, Northwest Ter- 
ritories. 

An estimated 15,000 non-residents (mostly from 
the U.S.A.) bought permits in 1974. This figure has 
not varied greatly from year to year. Nearly 90 per 
cent of the non-resident sales were made in Ontario 
and the Prairie Provinces. 

Table 2 compares some of the harvest survey re- 
sults for the past two years. For some species groups 
there is no open season in a particular province. 

Kill for any species is reported only from those areas 
where legal open seasons exist. 

The Seaduck category was dropped as a separate 
entity from the 1974 Harvest Survey questionnaire 
and included in a general category “ducks”. This 
was done to permit the extension to the Seaduck 
category of the adjustment procedure referred to 
under ‘Species Survey’. Consequently historical 
data for 1973 given in this report have been com- 
bined and recalculated. 

1974 was generally an excellent hunting season 
in many parts of Canada. Despite a decrease of 
19,000 potential hunters, the total harvest in most 
provinces did increase but was not a simple func- 

- tion of increased permit sales. Throughout Canada, 
average kill per successful sport duck hunter in- 
creased. This is a better index of the nature of the 
season than size of total kill. 

The national harvest of Geese decreased from 
440,000 in 1973 to an estimated 414,000 in 1974. 
The bulk of the decrease in the kill of geese was as- 
sociated with arctic nesting species such as Snow 
Geese and White-fronted Geese. This was especially 
marked in Quebec and Saskatchewan. It is in part 
an indication of the large number of yearling birds 
following the successful breeding season of 1973 
and the small numbers of geese reared by some 
populations in 1974. Adult geese without families 
are usually harder to shoot than young gceas or 
their parents. 
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Permits | 

What is the difference between a licence and a 
permit ? 

Provinces issue hunting /icences. Anyone wishing 
to hunt in a particular province must buy a licence in 
accordance with that province's regulations. 

The Government of Canada issues the migratory 
game bird hunting permit. Anyone wishing to hunt 
migratory game birds in any province of Canada, the 
Mackenzie District or the Yukon Territory must buy 
a federal permit for $3.50. 

Hunters may confuse this Canadian permit with 
the U.S. duck stamp, which is invalid in Canada. 


Why has the colour of the permit been changed 
again this year ? 

To facilitate sorting of 435,000 permits, we have 
colour-coded them by province of purchase. 
Regardless of the colour, your permit is valid in 
every province and you need buy only one. 


Why must / buy a Canada migratory game bird 
hunting permit at a post office — why not from a 
vendor of provincial hunting licenses or a hardware 
store ? 

The federal permit is necessary because we need 
detailed information for national surveys. These 
surveys cannot be based on annual provincial licence 
saies because records kept by provincial vendors are 
neither uniform across Canada nor sufficiently de- 
tailed. The post office has a uniform, Canada-wide 
system geared to handling distribution and account- 
ing for over 10,000 outlets. 


Questionnaires 

Why do/ get so many questionnaires ? 

A research group at a university, a provincial wild- 
life agency, and the CWS may all decide to carry out 
surveys relating to hunting or outdoor recreation in 
the same area in the same year. We try to prevent 
duplication of effort. The number of surveys must 
sometimes irritate hunters, but it shows a wide 
interest in improving conditions for wildlife and 
uses of wildlife. We ask for your patience, because 
without these surveys we cannot obtain the infor- 
mation on wildlife populations needed for manage- 
ment, and the hunter would eventually be the loser. 


For our mail survey, we post one main question- 
naire and follow-up with another to remind those 
who did not answer. We try to remove names of 
respondents from our mailing lists before sending 
reminders, but do not always succeed because some. 
questionnaires may not yet have reached us in time 
to be processed. 

The Species Survey is really five surveys in one. 
A small number of the hunters who respond to one 
Species Survey are sampled for a second successive 
year. The same is true of some respondents to the 
Harvest Survey who become part of the Species 
Survey sample group. We acknowledge that some 
hunters have been asked to participate for five 
consecutive years. We are attempting to modify 
the computer program which selects the same. 
people for more than two successive years. If you 
fall into that category and again get a package of 
envelopes, please bear with us just a while longer. 
Your plight is recognized and we are doing some- 
thing about it. In the meantime, please keep those 
wings coming. The last bird shot in December is 
just as important as that opening day trophy. 


Are my answers confidential ? 

Yes. No one will ever learn of your favourite hunting 
spot, that you got your limit, that you got nothing, 
that you were in marsh X duck hunting when your 
boss thought you were in town Y working. The law 
prohibits us from releasing names and addresses to’ 
anyone. We do not use information received to guide 
tourists to good hunting areas. We convert all names 
and information to numerical codes that cannot be 
interpreted by unauthorized persons. We are seeking 
factual data in an attempt to preserve breeding pop- 
ulations and permit a reasonable annual harvest. 

We would not, therefore, compromise our entire op- 
eration by breaking your confidence. 


Some new regulations 

1. A person convicted of an offence under the 
Migratory Birds Convention Act or Regulations shall 
not apply for or hold a Canada Migratory Game 
Bird Hunting Permit within one year from the date 
of conviction. 

2. When possessing or transporting a migratory 
game bird, at least one fully feathered wing must 


remain attached to the bird. The wing may be re- 
moved only when the bird is prepared for immediate 
cooking or after the bird is taken to the residence 

of its owner for preservation. 

3. When shipping or transporting a package or 
container of any kind that contains a migratory game 
bird, the exterior of the package or container must 
be clearly marked with the name and address of 

the shipper, the number of the permit under which 
the bird was taken and an accurate statement of 
the contents of the package or container. 


What are the Migratory Birds Treaty, the Migratory 
Birds Convention Act and the Migratory Birds 
Regulations ? 

The Migratory Birds Treaty is an agreement between 
Canada and the United States, signed in 1916. The 
treaty names the birds generally recognized as mi- 
gratory, and sets certain limits on hunting seasons 
and on the taking and shipping of such birds. The 
treatv can be altered only by a new one between 
Canada and the United States. There is, as yet, no 
treaty between Canada and Mexico. 

The Migratory Birds Convention Act of 1917 sets 
forth the measures by which our country fulfils its 
obligations as agreed to under the treaty, and may be 
amended only by an Act of Parliament conforming 
to the terms of the treaty. This act provides authority 
for the Governor in Council to make regulations to 
protect migratory birds. 

The Migratory Birds Regulations are passed 
annually by Order in Council, in accordance with the 
act. They cover details of migratory bird protection, 
such as bag limits, open seasons for game birds, 
restrictions on hunting methods and equipment, as 
well as the issue and use of special permits for 
avicultural and scientific purposes, and protection 
of property. 


Do provincial regulations ever differ from federal 
regulations ? 

Yes. By custom some provinces make regulations, 
suited to local conditions, more restrictive than those 
made by the federal government. A province may, 
for instance, limit the hunting season or the number 
and distribution of decoys and blinds in special 
areas, or restrict the use of power boats in some 


waters. Hunters of migratory game birds are 
strongly advised to check provincial regulations. 


What are the general restrictions on hunting water- 
fowl ? . 

The general restrictions on hunting waterfowl are 
given in newspapers and in posters displayed in post 
offices. However, some points are not mentioned 
there and are published in the office consolidation, a 
complete version of the act and regulations available 
from the CWS. 


What are the non-game species ? 

Many non-game birds share the wetlands with 
game species. Loons, grebes, plovers, sandpipers, 
yellow-legs and gulls are some non-game birds 

that you may see while hunting. These are protected 
at all times. The regulations contain a complete list 
of species. A bird guide will help you identify them. 
Provincial governments protect most of the non- 
migratory species — you should be sure to check 
your provincial regulations before you hunt. 


Are there any regulations concerning the use of 
blinds and decoys ? | 

Throughout Canada it is illegal to use live birds as 
hunting decoys. Federal regulations do not restrict 
the use of blinds or artificial decoys, but some 
provincial regulations do and you should find out 
about them. 


Are there regulations concerning the use of bait to 
attract migratory game birds ? 

Bait is corn, wheat, oats, other grain or their 
products, or any other food or materials that may 
attract migratory game birds. 

Feeding ducks is not in itself illegal. But it is ille- 
gal to hunt within one-quarter mile of any place 
where bait has been found or placed for ducks or 
geese, during the open season or during the seven 
days preceding the open season. A game officer may 
close a baited area to hunting and may re-open it 
seven days after the bait has been removed. 


Why are there restrictions on Canvasbacks and 
Redheads ? 
The Canvasback is one of the most highly prized 


sport ducks. There are really two populations of that 
species : one breeds westward from mid-Saskatch- 
ewan and migrates to California, the other breeds in 
eastern Saskatchewan and Manitoba and migrates to 
the Atlantic coast near Chesapeake Bay, Maryland. 
It is this eastern population that causes considerable 
concern, for there may be as few as 500,000 (com- 
pared to 11 million breeding Mallards). In addition, 
Canvasbacks are apparently unique in the North 
American duck world in having more than 60 males 
to every 40 females. This means there is a maximum 
of 40 breeding pairs per 100 birds. To make matters 
worse, Canvasbacks do not breed until they are at 
least two years old: a bird hatched in 1974, unlike 
most other ducks, will not breed until 1976. De- 
pending on the population structure this reduces 
the breeding potential even more. In fact, we believe 
that 350,000 Canvasbacks in spring provide fewer 
than 100,000 breeding pairs which may contribute 
some 100,000 young birds to the flying stage. The 
annual harvest and natural mortality nearly balance 
production. 

Redheads are much more abundant and would 
not normally need the same degree of protection. 
Unfortunately, they use the same migration routes 
as the Canvasbacks. Because many hunters cannot 
distinguish between these species even in the hand, 
we are reluctant to risk any accidental increase in 
the Canvasback harvest. 


What is meant by bag limit and possession limit ? 
Bag limit is the total number of birds which may be 
killed during any one day. Daily bag limits are 
provided for most species for which there is an 
open season. 

Possession limit is the maximum number of birds 
that a person may have, for example, in his game 
bag, house, car, freezer, or locker at any one time. 
Possession limits are set for most species for which 
there is an open season and are usually twice the 
daily bag limit. 


May | sell or give away ducks or geese that have 
been legally taken ? 

A person may never sell, display or offer for sale, or 
buy a migratory game bird that has been shot but 
may give away legally hunted birds. However the 


possessor must be able to prove that a bird was 
lawfully killed and is lawfully possessed. 

Persons who raise migratory game birds under an 
avicultural permit may sell live birds only to other 
holders of such permits. These birds may be killed 
for the table but may never be sold dead. 


Hints for hunters 
1. Buy your permit early. They are on sale starting 
in early August. If enough migratory game bird 
hunters bought their permits at least two weeks be- 
fore opening date, local post offices could re-order 
when their supplies ran out. Each year a last minute 
rush leaves some hunters without permits until new 
supplies are received. 
2. If you receive wing envelopes this year, please 
use them. Help us to find out what kinds of birds are 
being shot. We could not identify the most important 
species without the information you provide. But 
please do not use old envelopes ; these should be 
thrown out. Some of our office addresses have 
changed and wings sent in old envelopes may go 
astray. If you need, or think you will need, more 
envelopes ask for them early on the post card in- 
cluded with your original supply. To increase the 
reliability of the survey we need a continuing supply 
of wings throughout the season and It is important 
that you have sufficient envelopes. It is also im- 
portant that everyone submitting wings record their 
name, address, and permit number on each envelope 
as this is used by us to remove you from the selec- 
tion system when the appropriate time comes. 
3. If you receive a harvest survey questionnaire this 
year please fill it out — even if you shot nothing or 
didn’t even go hunting. All information is important. 
4. Many hunters have asked for more detailed infor- 
mation than we can give in the two small tables in 
this report. The questions may be about the number 
of birds the average hunter shoots in one day or in 
the season. If you want our more detailed technical 
reports, please write to the Canadian Wildlife 
Service, Ottawa, Ontario K1A OH3. 

You can help us to improve hunting. Good luck 
and good hunting. 
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Tableau 2. Nombre d’oiseaux abattus et recouvrés d’aprés les rapports de chasseurs. 


Canards Oies Foulques Bécassines Bécasses 
Province 1973 1974 1973 1974 1973 1974 1973 1974 1973 1974 
T.-N. Pit oZs 103,837 7,631 S222 0 0) 18,610 17,472 @) 0 
CPE 17,966 31,417 ZOSO) 11374 0 0 905 940 60 559 
N.-E. 117,445 105,483 6,256 5,160 0 0 4,957 9,021 5,238 8,528 
N.-B. 51,917 58125 3,147 3,073 0 0) S320 2,639 11,947 14,109 
FO: 493,080 569,656 53,965. 255,790 14718 6,298 38,035 46,626 33.751 - 297094 
Ont. 7o2,/41 814,571 41,127 47,634 14,746 12,022 6,040 14,099 57,901 61,007 
Man. 2517931 249,590 89,386 88,518 2238 4,656 ZAGS 4,008 0 0 
Sask. 471,869 699,662 116,955 91,034 Gijie losroo 3,118 12099 ) 0) 
Alb. 831,634 1,014,273 101,685 93,184 S075 5,476 4,873 8,103 0 0 
C.-B. 255,362 210,945 12,082— “11,566 2,342 22697 4,273 2,093 0 0) 
T.N.-O. 5,209 — ee — a _ 12 — - 
aye - 1,097 — 93 — - - 1 = = 
Canada 3:9500;,443 6,001,529 439,320 413,985 42,294 48,931 86,242 107,438 108,897 113,299 


Tableau 1. Registre des ventes provinciales des saisons de chasse 1967 a 1974. 


aa T.-N.  1.P.-E. N.-E. N.-B. PO. Ont. Man. Sask. Alb. C.-B. T.N.-O. Tey: Total 
1967 14,863 3,094 086 7,/39 32,491 146,498 35,620 -44,651 55,892 33,195 - — 383,032 
1968 17,645 3,649 9/022 GE5S 37,110" 169 162 - 38,712. 43,596" 53,623" 33,301 - = 385,553 
1969 19,089 3,794 S48; 10,110) .39477 134,037 41,611 <45,34% 53,602 (32,/64 - — 389,325 
1970 DA EWE VAS) 9926 10,293 46,009) 135,281 39,230 “477722 “59,986, ~31,090 - — 405,650 
1971 23,460 4,513 11,381 11,146 50,276 133,563 40,960 49,448 62,902 30,225 - — 418,237 
1972 246382. 2492 ~ 12458 11,336 53,982 131,427 41,133 50,004 63,309 31,032 - — 421,677 
1973 D710 2972 S071. 12,869 757,247) 141,277" 41,711 51,307" 67,012 33,456 — — 452,841 
1974 256127 055,038 _ 16,791 11,916 ~58,345° 136,469: 37,167 51,504 66122 27,764 5S1 323 434,162 
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